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Lik e the Dark Knight himself ,
Kevin Sorensen li ves in tw o
worlds.

As a stuntman in the latest Ba t-
man mo vie , he chatted with Hea th
Ledger and appear ed behind the
Jok er in the signa tur e Lower
Wack er Dri ve chase scene. Then it
was back to his r egular job as a
custodian at Oak P ark and Ri ver
For est High Sc hool.

Upon disco vering his double life ,
school emplo yees tend to say
things such as, ªOh my God! I'v e
never met a movie star bef ore.º
But Sorensen, 42, a dece ptively
easygoing f ather of tw o, is quick to
set them straight.

ªNo , I just do stunt w ork,º he
says. ªIt's just another job tha t
somebody's going to do, and that I

just happen to lo ve doing.º
You won't hear much about guys

such as Sorensen during the Hol-
lyw ood awar ds season. The same
awar ds ceremonies that honor
best makeup and sound mixing
wouldn't be caught dead honoring,
say, best stunt with a car .

But that's OK with this cr owd.
Sorensen, one of 52 ªThe Dar k
Knightº performers w ho w ere
recentl y honored as best mo vie
stunt ensemble by the r elatively
democra tic Screen Actors Guild ,
has work ed as a busboy, a waiter
andÐf or the past 20 yearsÐa cus-
todian, all to subsidize his Chi-
cago-based career in the mo vies.

ªIt's a license to pla y,º he says of
stunt w ork.

ªWhen y ou'r e a kid, you pla y
cops and r obbers , and with this, 

Kevin Sorensen s ays he's not int erest ed in fame or r ecognition, just good stunt work. CHARLE S CHERNEY/TRIBUNE PHO TO

A double life,
with star power

High school custodian pulls
2nd shift as movie stuntman
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In the cr osswor d puzzle w orld,
Am y Reynaldo is a big deal.

The 42-year-old medical editor w ho
liv es in Uptown with her husband
and 8-year-old son wrote the 2007
book ªHow To Conquer The New
Yor k Times Cr osswor d Puzzleº (St.
Martin's ) and writes a daily b log,
ªDiary of a Cr osswor d Fiend,º at
crosswordfiend.blogspot.com .

In 2005, attending her first Ameri-
can Cr osswor d Puzzle T ournament,
Reynaldo was the surprise winner of
the B division. She also a ppear ed in
the Patric k Cr eadon documentary
ªWordplay,º whic h focused on tha t

year's tournament. Since then, she
has placed as high as 5th in the top
(A) di vision.

Befor e heading to the 2009 tour na-
ment that starts F rida y and con-
cludes Sunda y in Br ooklyn , Rey-
naldo pr ovided some insights into
the mind and heart of the competi-
tiv e crosswor d puzzler. Here's an
edited transcript:

Q Do you do cr osswor d puzzles in
ink?

A I mostly do them online. I used
to do them in ink, and then,

when I started going to the tour na-
ment, I was using Eraser mate pens 

What's an 11-letter name for crossword whiz?
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Sleevelessness is next to ta w-
driness if you ask some citiz ens
who spotted Michelle Obama in the
audience of her husband's speec h
Tuesday night. 

Although the first lady has been
admir ed for her signa tur e sheaths
tha t expose toned ar ms, her c hoice
of a Narciso R odriguez sleeveless
dr ess in this setting ignited some
indignation.

ªDoes the lady not understand
tha t these Big Speech Events ar e
serious and important? Not a coc k-
tail party?º e-mailed T ribune
r eader Janice Elg es of Whea ton,
who said she scanned the cr owd for
other bare arms and spied none .
ªT he season is winter. The occa-
sion is b usiness . Dress was wr ong
place and time .º

Obama has w or n that plum-
color ed dress pr eviously , around
the time of the inaugura tion.

But the co ver of People ma gazine
hitting newsstands F rida y shows
Obama in a new slee veless dr ess.
And it's one that should quell a
separa te fashion complaint: tha t
Obama had not w or n a dress by an
African-American designer. 

The deep-pink lace confection is
by T rac y Reese,a more modera tely
priced designer , who is b lack. T he
dr ess retails for $395 at tracyreese
.com .

ÐW endy Donahue

Up in
arms
over the
lack of
sleeves

Bank robber: Sorensen pla ys the guard being be at en by
one of the Jok er' s henchmen. ªHe's hitting me har d,º
Sorensen s ays, but a pr otectiv e back pad cushioned the
blow s. Sorensen could f eel pr essur e, but not pain. 

Truck chase: Sorensen is the clown in the back with the
sad look on his f ace. He wore a safet y harness at tached
t o a ste el cage, but crashing into c ars at 40 m.p.h. w as
ªlik e st anding up in a roller c oaster.º

Gre at LaSalle S tre et f lipping truck sc ene: Sorensen
wasn't in the truck when it flipped, but was in a c ar
behind it. As soon as the dir ect or yelled ªCut!º he ran t o
the semi with a fire e xtinguisher.

In `The Dark Knight'

ªNatur al Born Killer sº
(1994)

ªD3: The Might y
Duck sº (1996)

ªMy B es t F riend's
Weddingº (1997)

ªU .S. Mar shalsº
(1998)

ªRo ad to P erditionº
(2002)

ªBarber shop 2º
(2002)

ªBatman B eginsº
(2005)

ªThe W eather Manº
(2005)

ªDe ath of a P resi-
dent º (2006)

ªThe L ak e Houseº
(2006)

ªFr ed Clausº (2007)

ªWitless P rotectionº
(2008)

A partial Kevin Sorensen filmo graphy
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